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Election: 

This communication responds to the Office Action dated September 23, 2004, 
which provided a one-month period for Applicant's response. A one month extension of 
time is requested, and the necessary fee is included. 

In response to the Examiner's Office Action dated September 23, 2004, it is 
respectfully submitted Species A is elected without traverse. As indicated by the 
examiner, species A includes Figs. la-8b. 

The examiner instructed that, should applicant select species A, a further election 
of species must be made. Accordingly, applicant further respectfully submits that species 
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RESPONSE TO REQUIREMENT FOR RESTRICTION 
AND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



1 is elected. However, it is further submitted that species 1 corresponds to figure Ig, 
because both simply are different views of figure la, Le., species 1 is an end view of the 
spacer in figure la, and figure Ig is a cut-away view of that same spacer. See 
specification at page 4, line 18 - page 5, line 4. Therefore, it is respectfully submitted 
that figure Ig should be included with the election of species 1. Consequently, the 
elected Species A includes figures la, lb, Ic, Id, and le, as well as species 1 and figure 
Ig. 

The combined selection of species A/1 reads on the following claims: [60-67, 
97, 106 ]. Accordingly, the indicated claims are elected and the rest are cancelled. 
However, Applicant reserves the right to prosecute additional claims in any pending 
or future application(s). 

New claims 108-1 18 are added, which claim the elected invention. 
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